
Odd 
 
 

N Cancelled Number 

3 2 

5 3 

7 4 

9 5 

11 6 

  
Rule: N+1 
  2 
 
Explanation: If N is an odd number, the median in a sequence is always a whole number. In this 
scenario, the median is always the number that has to be cancelled. The median can be found 
using the rule as shown above or N/2+1/2.  
 
Example: If N = 5, then the sequence is 1, 2, 3, 4, 5.  By removing (5+1)/2 = 3, the mean will still 
be (1+2+4+5)/4 = 3 which is a whole number.   
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